
ORIGINAL 
LEVtNTHAL SEN7 ER & LERMAN PLLC 

hrlAY 2 9 2003 E-MA11 

VIA HAND DELIVERY 

Ms. Marlene I ~ I .  Dortch 
Sccrctary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 1 2Ch Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: EX PARTEPRESENTATION 
TELEVISION OWNERSHIP RULES 
(MB DOCKET No. 02-277; MM DOCKET Nos. 00-244,Ol-235, 
01-317) 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

Sarkes Tarzian, Inc. has today sent letters to each of the Commissioners, copies of 
which are attached, w t h  respect to its positions concerning television station duopoly and other 
matters under consideration in the current ownership proceedmg. A copy of these letters has been 
served on Kenneth Perree and Paul Gallant. as well. 

I n  light of the time pressures and the Code Orange security procedures, the letters to 
the Commissioners and Messrs. Frrrer and Gallant are also being telecopied to them today. 

I f  a n y  additional information is desired in connection with t h s  matter, please contact 
the undersigned counsel. 

,Yen truly yours, 

RhfhI / tlm 
cc :  lienncth IFcrrcc 

Paul Gallant 



RECEIVED 

May 28.2003 

The Honorable Michael K .  Powell 
Chairman 
1-edei-al C'oniinrinicatioiis Cnmmjssion 
445 12' Street. SM: 
\4'ashinpton. DC 2U554 

It?: E X  PARTE PRESEVTATIOh 
TFILF.VISION O W N E K S H I I ~  R c  LES 

( M H  [IOCKtT No. 02-277: MM DOCKET Nos. 00-244, 01 -235 .  01-3 17) 

Dear Chajrnian Powell: 

This letler I S  ik i - i t t en  on behalfof  Sarkes Tarzjan. Inc. ("STI"). which is the licensee o f  
I \ \O radio stations in  each o f  Bloomington and Ft. Wayne. Indiana. and of  television Stations 
\h'KCB-'IV. Chattanooga. Tennessee (Market 8 5 )  and KTVN(TV), Reno. Nevada (Market 1 14) 

YI'I bclirves sti.oiigl!; that the Commission should adopt the apparent proposal of the . 
hlcdia Bureau staff to limit TV duopoly so as to  preclude common-ownership in local markets 
anions netuork allillales ol'ARC. YBC. CBS and Fox. Despite the dire rhetoric thar has 
rccci\,cd recem publicir!.. STI belie\;es that there are adequate resources ayailable IO these 
 net^ ork-affiliated statiolis in these markets and that the public interest M,ould be disserved by 
a l l o ih i i i g  niri-gci.s among these affiliates. particularl! in the small-to-midsized markets wirh 
\4li icIi S I ~ I  is f;imiltar. Combinations among affiliates o f t h ~  top four networks would only create 
li~cilj re\ enue dominance for consolidators \\i!hout ensuring countenjailing bencfits to [he public. 
I j  thc' Commission is concerned about helping the relati\,ely small number o f  ABC. NBC. CBS 
and Fox  af t i l i a !ec  r!iai might be having xr ious financizl difficulties in small-mmidsized 
markets. STI bcI ie \ rs  that refinement of  the -'failing station" exception in the rules 10 provide a 
sufjicient safer! net is far superior 10  e x c e s s i w  liberalization of  the rules themselves. 

SJI commends the Cummission for acknowledging that the biennial revie% of these rules 
\ $ i l l  best succeed if the media onnership rules are harmonized comprehensively. especially in 
~ 1 e ~  o f ihe  \\idL,-range of competitive outlets a \  ailable in each tnarkel. As an imponant  element 
ol'this tindci-taking. S~I.1 urges that the Commission conclude that shared services agreements. 
ISAs and other iimilar arrangements betueen os t ens ib l~  independent local televisjon licensees 
diould bc tieared as o\\iied interests for both partics. similar to LMAs.  The proliferation of these  
;igrcenients i n  sniallci- local markets teiids to undermine the rationale behind the rules and leads 
10 dc facto cniiihiiiatioin that would no1 br licensed djrectlj.  Similarl\,. to preserve the integrity 
ol'thr ~ W I I C ~ S ~ I I I  rules. the Commission should limli only to the most co~npel l ing  circumstances 
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a n d  for  enl! thc briefesl of durations an! wai\.ers of the ownership rules: as has been observed in  
the past. wai\cis thar extend indefinitely or are granted too readily will eviscerate the underlying 
ownership rules to Ihe detriment of {he local market and the public. 

'J hank you for l ou r  consideralioii of the foregoing. A cop! of this letter is being served 
on the Secrelar!"s office and the parties listed below 

Senior Vice President. Accounting and Finance 
Sarkes Tarzian. Inc. 

c c .  kenneth Feriee 
Paul Gallant 


